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VOLUME 4 

Chapter I: The History of the German Army Signal 

Intelligence Service. 



Paragraph 

The pre-Hitler Period (1919-1933) ....... .... 1 

The pre-World War II Period (1933- 1939) 2 

The early World War II Period (1939-1941) 3 

The middle World War II Period (1941-1944) 4 

The late World War Period (1944-1945) 5 

1. The pre-Hitler Perl od( 1919-1933)— The pre- 



Hitler period of signal intelligence in the German Array 
ia very obscure. Prom the scanty and uncertain evidence, 
however, the following organization may be suggested. 

A Codes and Ciphers Section of the German Defense Ministry 
(Reichsvehrministeriuni Chiffrierabteilung), subordinated 
to an Array Signal Officer, had been maintained in skeleton 
force from the end of, the first World War.l The Chiefs 
were: 2 

Lt. Buschenhagen 1919-1927 

Major Schmidt 1927-1931 

Major Fellgiebel 1931-1932 

Major Oschmann 1932-1934 

Major Boetzel 1934-1939 

The head of the Codes and Ciphers Section of the 
German Defense Ministry also controlled the Ministry’s 
intercept network. This network dated from 1923/4 when the 
first fixed intercept stations (Peste Horchs telle, abbreviated 
Peste) were established. 3 There is evidence of at least 
seven such stations operating before 1933*4 Six of these 
were devoted primarily to the Interception of foreign 
military traffic; and one to the interception of foreign 
diplomatic traffic. The six for military traffic were lo- 
cated at Stuttgart, Munich, Muens ter, Koenigsberg, Liegnltz, 
and Breslau; the one for diplomatic traffic, at Treuenbrietzen. 5 




1 I 9 6 p 2 

2 I 123 P 4 

3 I 62 p 5; IP 181 p 1 

4 I 85 p 2 

5 I 62 p 6 
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2. The pre -World War II Period (1933-1939) -” In 
1933/3^, the German Defense Ministry set up three more 
intercept stations: one at Her struck (later moved to 

Lauf); the other two, at Striegau and Chemnitz. 6 With 
these ten intercept stations, the German Defense Ministry 
intercepted foreign. Army, Air Force, and diplomatic 
traffic. The German Defense Ministry also set up in 1933 A 
in Berlin its own military code- and cipher section called 
the Intercept Control Station (Horchleitstelle, abbreviated 
HLS).7 For this it drew a few trained cryptanalysts from 
the Codes and Cipher Section of the German War Ministry 
(Reichskriegsministerium) .8 Foreign Army traffic inter- 
cepted by the German Defense Ministry was sent to the 
Intercept Control Station (Horchleitstelle); Air Force 
traffic, to the Signal Intelligence Agency of the Commander- 
In-Chief of the Air Force (CMf friers telle des Oberbefehl- 
shabers der Luftwaffe, abbreviated Chi-Stelle OBdL) 
established in 1937.9 Diplomatic traffic was sent to both 
the Codes and Ciphers Section of the German Defense Ministry 
(called after 193^ the German War Ministry (Xriegsminlsterium) 
and the Foreign Office Cryptanalytic Section ( Sender dlenst 
des Referats Z in der Personalabteilung des Auswaertlgen Amts, 
abbreviated Pers ZS).1° 

'3. The early World War II Period (1939-1941 )— During 
the early years of the war , the main .developments within the 
German Army signal intelligence service were the following: 

a. The narrowing of the mission of the intercept service 
to Include only Army traffic. In 1939 a newly formed Signal 
Intelligence Agency of the Supreme Command of the Armed 
Foroes (Oberkoramando der Wehrmacht/Chif f rier-Stelle , abbrevi- 
ated OKW/Chi) took over the Interception of all foreign 
diplomatic traffic from the German Array Signal Intelligence 
Service, and for that purpose the Army gave it two of its own 
intercept stations, at Lauf and TreuenbrietzenA 1 

6 I 85 p 3 ' 

7 1 78 p 2 

Q , . ■ 

The German Defense Ministry was renamed the German War 
Ministry after 1935. 

9 IF 181 p 15 

10 I 85 P 2 

11 I 85 P 3 

2 . 



b. The expansion of intercept service. In. 1939* the 
Army established tvo new branch stations for the intercept 
of foreign Array traffic emanating from the east, one at 
Graz and the other at Tullin.12 

c. The establishment of five Signal Intelligence 
Regiments (Koramandeur der Nachrichten Aufklaerung, abbreviated 
"KONA" ) . These regiments were sent into the field as com- 
plete Intercept and evaluation units, attached to Army 
Groups. 13 The KONA were given the numbers one through five. 

. X0I4A 1, 2, 3 were assigned to German Armies on the eastern 
front: KONA 1 to the Army Group on the southern front, 

KONA 2 to the Army Group on the central front, and KONA 3 
to the Army Group on the Northern front. KONA 4 was not 
attached to any Array Group hut was subordinated to the 
Commanding Officer who controlled the German Armies in the 
Balkans { Bef ehlahaber Suedost).l4 KONA 5 was assigned to 
the Army Group on the Western front. 15 

d. The introduction of mathematicians and linguists. 

To cope with the Increased amount of eliemy Army traffic bn 
all levels, and the increasingly difficult problems of so- 
lution, mathematicians and linguists were drafted into the 
Army in 1939 and were assigned either to the various field 
units or to the Intercept Control Station. lo 

e. An increased interest on the part of the Army in 
the security of its own systems. This new Interest gave 
rise to the establishment of an Army Signal Security Agency 
designated as" Group IV of Inspectorate 7 (Inspektion 7 
Gruppe IV, abbreviated In 7/IV) which was subordinated to 
the Chief of Array Equipment and Commander of the Replacement 
Army {Chef der Heeresruestung und Befehlshaber des Ersatzheeres 
abbreviated ’’Chef H Ruest u. 3dE”). In 7/IV was composed 



12 A 
I 85 p 3 

15 I 78 p 4 

l4 IF 171 pi 

^IP 127 

l6 I 78 p 4 
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of mathematicians and former actuaries whose function was 
the examination of cryptographic systems used by the German 
Army, and the preparation,, printing and distribution of 
codes and ciphers. 17 

The German Army signal intelligence service in 1959 
consisted of the following parts: 

(1) at least 10 intercept stations for the interception 
of foreign Army traffic called Peste Horchstellen, 
abbreviated Peste 

(2) five Signal Intelligence Regiments attached to 
Army Groups {each called Xomraandeur der Nachrichteh 
Aufklaerung, or ”X0KA") 

(3) an Intercept Control Station (Horchlelts telle, or 
HLS) for the analysis and evaluation of foreign 
Army traffic ; 

(4) an Array Signal Security Agency (Inspectorate 7/2V, 

Or In 7/lVj for testing and Issuing codes and 
ciphers for the Army. 

4. The Middle World War 'II Period (1941-1944)-- When, 
in 1941, the small staff at the Horchlelts telle vasfound 
to be Inadequate to cope With the large amount of traffic ' 
which had resulted from the increasing pressure of the war, 
two central agencies were established to replace the 
station: a central cryptanalytic agency at Berlin designated 

as Inspectorate J/VI of the Chief of Army Equipment and 
Commander of the Replacement Army (Chef der Heeresrue stung 
und Befehlashaber des Ersatzheeres Inspektlon 7 Gruppe VI, 
abbreviated Chef H Ruest u BdE/ In 7 /VI or more simply In 7/VI) 
and a central evaluation agency at Zossen designated as 
Control Station for Signal Intelligence (Leltstelle der 
Rachrichben Aufklaerung, abbreviated LEA). 

In 7/VI was organized by Major Mang of the German Army, 
whose aim was not only to increase the cryptanalytic staff 
of the new agency but also to provide reserves of cryptanalysts 
to work in key areas in the field. In Order to acquire per* 
sonnel easily. Major Mang subordinated In 7/VI in matters 
of personnel and administration to the Chief of Army Equip* 
ment and Commander of the Replacement Army (Chef H Ruest u 
BdE) 18 : 

17 I 92 P 6 

l8 I ?8 p 5 
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In. matters of policy, however. In 7/VI was subordinated to the 
Field Army. This curious form of organization is said to 
have enabled the cryptanalytic service to recruit sufficient 
personnel without serious Interference while maintaining 
close operational contact with field units. 19 

During the first few months of the existence, of In 7/Vl, 
Russian cryptanalysis was Included in the cryptanalytic work 
done at In 7/VI, and Russian evaluation was included in 
the evaluation done by LNA. Both these organizations, how- 
ever, soon felt that the cryptanalysis and evaluation of 
Russian traffic should be carried on closer to the forward 
echelon of the German Field Army in East Prussia. In late 
19^1, therefore, some cryptanalysts and evaluators skilled 
in Russian traffic were detached from In 7/VI and from LNA 
respectively, and were sent to Loetzen to work. 20 These 
cryptanalysts and evaluators became the nucleus of the 
organization which later became the chief cryptanalytic and 
evaluation agency for Russian traffic, named Intercept Control 
Station East (Horchleltstelle Ost. abbreviated HLS Ost). 

. From this point until November 1944 signal intelligence 
activities were sharply divided into Russian signal intelligence, 
carried on by HLS Ost, and non-Russian signal Intelligence, 
carried on by In j/Vl and LNA. 

In 1942, the responsibility for security testing of 
existing German Army cryptographic systems had been trans- 
ferred from In 7/1 V to In 7/VI;21 From that time, the Army 
Signal Security Agency, In 7/lV, had been confined to the' 
development of new systems for the Army and to the production, 
printing and distribution of current keys and systems. 22 

19 I 78 p 5 

20 I 78 p5 ' ~ 

21 I 78 p 6 

22 I 36 p 2 
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In the fall of 1943, In 7/VI had been transferred to 
the newly created Department of Signals of the General Army 
Office and renamed Signal Intelligence, Department of Signals, 
General Army Office, Army High Command ( Oberkommando des 
Heeres/Allgemeines Heeres Amt/Amtsgruppe Nachrichten/Nach- 
rlchten Aufklaerung, abbreviated OKH/AHA/AgN/NA) Minor 
changes in internal organization were effected, but the 
function and operation of the agency was not changed. 23 

Although there was no essential change in the organi- 
zation of the field units of the German Army Signal Intelli- 
gence Service from 1941 to 1944, additional units were 
placed in the field. In 1942 the eastern KONA (l, 2, and » 
were supplemented by the addition of KONA 6 which was formed 
to cover the German campaign In the Caucasus. 24 This KONA 
was not subordinated to any Army Group but was directly 
under HLS Ost. KONA 7 was established in February 1943 and 
was subordinated to the Commahder-in-Chief South (Oberbefehl- 
shaber Sued) who controlled Army Group C and the German forces 
in Italy. 25 

the organization of the German Army Signal Intelligence 
Service in 1944 consisted of: 

1) a central cryptanalytic agency for non-Russian traffic. 
In 7/VI (latterly AgN/NA) 

2) a central evaluation agency for non-Russian traffic, 
LNA; 

3) a central cryptanalytic and evaluation agency for 
. Russian traffic, HLS Ost ; 

4V seven Signal Intelligence Regiments (KONAs); 

5) an Army Signal Security Agency for the distribution 
and development of Army systems (In 7/IV). 

.5. The Late World War II Period (1944-1945) .— In 
October 1944, the organization of the German Army signal 
intelligence service was completely changed through the 
amalgamation of the three central agencies. In 7/VI (latterly 
AgN/NA), LNA, and HLS Ost, into one central cryptanalytic 
and evaluation agency, (the Signal Intelligence Agency of the 
Army High Command,, the Oberkommando des Heeres/General der 
Nachrichten Aufklaerung, abbreviated OKH/GdNA). This amal- _ 
gamatlon was the logical result of the retreat of HLS Ost to- 
gether with the German Army, from Hast Prussia to Zosaen, 
where In 7/VI and LNA were situated . *0 

23 IF 190 B p 4 
24 DF 18 p 81 
25 IF 172 p 2 
26 IF 123 P 5 
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The Signal Intelligence Regiments (KONAs) were not 
greatly affected by the amalgamation of the central 
agencies into the GdNA, although the KONAs did come "under 
closer centralized control in matters of administration and 
signal Intelligence policy." 2 ? 

The main changes in the Army's signal intelligence 
field organization in 1944-1945 were necessitated by the 
Allied invasion of Prance in June 1944. To cope with this 
situation. KONA 6 was moved from the eastern front to the 

T e stern; 28 and a Senior Commander of Signal Intelligence 
Hoeherer Koramandeur der Nachrichten Aufklaerung, abbreviated 
Hoeh Kdr d HA) was set up to coordinate and control KONA 5, 
and 6.29 In late 1944 and early 1945, two additional KONAs 
were formed in the east, v KONA 8 and KONA Nor d, 30 but it is 
noteworthy that these KONAs were largely composed of units 
borrowed from other eastern front Signal Intelligence Regi- 
ments, and the creation of these last two KONA was thus not 
so much a mark of expansion as of redeployment to areas 
under stress. 31 

Colonel Boetzel, chief of the Signal Intelligence Agency 
of the Army High Command {OKH/GdNA) stated that KONA 4 was 
transferred to the West at the end of the war . 32 a captured 
document33 indicated that KONA 4 had been succeeded by a 
signal battalion Nachrichten Aufklaerung Abteilung, abbreviated 
NAA) 16, in February 1945 but did not mention its transfer 
. to the West. It is probable that the KONA disintegrated 
and that various parts were sent to the different fronts. 

The organization of the German Army signal intelligence 
service at the end of the war consisted of: 

1) the Signal Intelligence Agency of the Array High 
Command (OKH/GdNA) a central Cryptanalytic and 
evaluation agency for all traffic. 

2) a Senior Commander of Signal Intelligence, (Hoeh 
Kdr d NA) with contra! over the KONA stationed in 
the west and responsibility for all signal intelli- 
gence activities of the German Army in the West; 

3) nine Signal Intelligence Regiments (KONAs) which 
were attached to Army Groups or Commanders in the 
field. 

27 IF 123 p 5 

I 76 Appendix, Chart I 
29 IF 123 p 5 
50 T 1402 

^ See below Chapter XV 

52 I 76 p 7 

55 T 1402 7 




VOLUME 4 . . v 

Chapter II: Organization of Central Agencies of the German 

Array Signal Intelligence Service. 

Paragraph 

Organization of intercept; Control Station 1 

1933-1941. . . . ........... . 6 

Organization of in 7/VI . . ■ 7 

Organization of LNA... ......... 1 !..!!’! !'! 8 - 

Organization of HLS Ost .... . . . . ! 1 1 ! *. 1 1 1 '. 9 

Organization of GdNA.. ....... 1.! iv! i *10 



6 . Or ganizat ion of the Intercept Control Station 1933- 
1941 .... Not much is known' of the organization of the inter - 
cept Control Station (Horchleits telle, abbreviated HLS), 
before 1941. The existence Of sections for the cryptanaly- 
sis and evaluation^ of Belgian, Polish, Russian, and Brit- 
ish traffic_may be surmised from Mettig's account of Its 
activities .56 nothing specific, however, ; Is known from 
TICOM sources. The small staff was commanded by Major Dr. 
»Tung. 5 ! 

7. Organization of In 7 A 1* — 

a. Inspectorate 7Al (Inspektion 7 Al» abbreviated 
In 7 A 1) lh the autumn of 1941 was headed by Major Mang, 
and was -divided into the following sections with heads as 
shown: 5° 

Personnel Section Captain Herbrueggen 

British Section. Senior Inspectors 

Zillman and Liedtke 

French Section. . . . ............. Senior Inspector Kuehn 

Italian Section... Captain Fiala 



35 

Evaluation is a free translation of the German word 
"auswertung" which to the Germans meant traffic analysis^ 
the interpretation of news broadcast and plain text trans- 
missions, the Interpretation of radio telephone intercept, 
and the interpretation of the results of successful cryptan- 
alysis. All these things taken together resulted in fully 
evaluated intelligence. 

56 I 78 p 3 



57i 78 p 2 
58ip 190 b App. 3 
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Balkan Section. .............. Senior Specialist Ballovic 

Mathematical Section. 1st Lt. Lueders and 

Technician Dr. Pietsch 

Russian Section. 1st It. Dettman 

Linguistic Section.... Technician Koehler 

Training Section • ........... . Senior Inspector Kuehn 

Between 1941 and 1943 the following changes in the 
Organization of In 7/VI took place: 

a) the Russian section was sent to Loetzenj East Prus- 

' ' . . sla59 ■ ' 

b) a section for cryptanalysis' of USA systems was formed 
with the entry of the USA into the war 40 

c) a section for cryptanalysis of traffic of /agents.' 
{foreign and internal) was added in 194241 

d) the investigation of the security of current German 
Army systems was transferred from In 7/71, the ' 
former Army Signal Security Agency, to the mathe- 
matical section of In 7/iTI 42 

e) an IBM section together vith Its maohlhery from 
In 7/IV was added 4 ^ 

b. In in. the spring of 1943 was divided into the 

following sections: 44 

Chief.......... Major Met tig 

British Section. . ......... Senior inspector Zillmann 

USA Section Technician Dr. Steinberg 

Balkan Section Senior Specialist Ballovlo 

French Section Technician Kuehn 

Italian Section. ......... . Corporal Manaigo 

Mathematical Section Technician Dr. Pletsch 

Linguistic Section........ Technician Koehler 

Training Section.. Senior Inspector Kuehn 

Agents Section.... 1st Lt. Vauck 

IBM Section Specialist Schenks 



39i 78 p 8 
40i 78 p 10 
4 *I 115 p 3 
42 I 78 p 6 
*5i 78 p 6 
44jp 190 B App 4 





The sections of In 7/VI were housed during this period 
In .buildings near the Bendlerstrasse in Berlin. The head- 
quarters Training Section and sections for USA, French and 
Agents® traffic were located at Hatthaeklrchplatz 4; ^5 
the British and Balkan section, at Schellingstrasse 9; the 
IBM section, on Viktorias trass© . Location of the Mathe- 
matical section Is not known, ^ 

In November 1943, the first large RAF raid on Berlin 
destroyed a great part of the offices of the Army High 
Command on Bendlerstrasse in Berlin, among which were those 
of In 7/VI . In 7/Vi was thereupon moved to Jueterbog, 
where It was located until its amalgamation In November 
1944 into GkUSA. * 

No estimate is given of the number of people employed 
in In 7/vi . 

e. Organization of AgN/iiA. When In 7/VI was re- 
organized as the Signal Intelligence section of the Depart- 
ment of Signals of the General Army Office, of the Army 
High Command, the internal organization was somewhat changed 
The previously independent sections were organized into 
a main section (Hauptreferat) for mathematics, and a main 
section for languages. The IBM section retained its auto- 
nomy. 

The Main Section for Languages, With the exception 
that one section was added for Swedish traffic, covered 
the same field as had been covered by the individual lan- 
guage sections, of In '7/VI. The organization of AgN/WA is 
outlined thU3: 4ii 

Chief Major Lechner 

Main Section A for Mathematics... 1st Lt. Lueders 

Main Section B for Languages.,... Senior Specialist 

Ballovic 

British Section. .. Senior Inspector 

Zillmann 

• USA Section. . . . ....... . , ... . Technician Steinberg 

French Section. ... i Technician Kuehn 

Balkan Section. .............. Senior Specialist 

Bailovic 

Swedish Section.... Ffc. Rohden 

4 5i- 58 p 2 
46ip 126 pp 6-7 
47lF 126 p 6 
*%F 19Q B App 5 
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^ Linguistic Section Technician Koehler 

Training Section. ............ Senior Inspector 

Kuehn 

IBM Section. Specialist Scheijke 

8. Organization of the Control Station for Signal 
Intelligence (LNA ) . Thte organization cf the central 
evaluation agency for non-Russian traffic, the Control 
Station for Signal Intelligence (Lei ts telle der Kachrichten 
Aufklaerung, abbreviated LNA) is obscure. 

According to Krause, a member of LNA, there were sec- 
tions for evaluating British, USA, Italian, Balkan, Greek, 
Turkish, Tunisian, Rear Eastern* Portuguese, and Spanish 
traffic. Evaluation was made both of traffic and of the 
contents of decoded messages passed to these sections from 
In'7/VI. The staff, of LKA was comparatively small’/' ’con- 
sisting of about seventy -five persons who were housed in 
' one building^f or which . the ground plan - is given in a CSDIC 
publication.^^ 

9; Organization of HL S 03 t . — The Intercept Control 
Station East (Horchleitstelle Ost , abbreviated HLS Os t) 
was the central cryptanalytic and evaluation center for 
Russian traffic located at Loetzen, • East; Prussia, from 
late 19^1 to late 19^^. The exact size of the station is 
not known, but the organization is outlined as follows: 59- 

Section "Z " Personnel problems: 

.-Section' 1. . . .. Supply-, i maln^ehabde^.? 

- V ' ■: /. • ; ; ^ 1. i ' » ? pv&luatLofr of pastured . 

documents and general'-' , 
research into wireless 
procedures. 

Section 2 ................ . ..Evaluation, compilation 

of intercept situation 
report 

Section 5. ; .Russian cryptanalytic 

section. 

Section A ............... .Monitoring of iiiter- 

Soviet State traffic; 
Russian radio broadcasts 
and Reuter and Tass News 
Agency broadcasts. 

^IF 111 Annexes 1 and 2: 

5 °IF 12} p 4 
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In the winter of 1942-45, the Baudot Reception Station 
was moved from Minsk to Loetzen and subordinated to HLS/ 
Ost, Section 4. 

HLS Ost was first directed by Col. Ket tier, who later 
became chief of the Signal Intelligence Agency of the Su- 
preme Command of the Armed Forces (OKW/Chl) . In tbe summer 
of 1942, Kettler was succeeded by Baron Col. von der Osten- 
Saeken, who remained its chief until July 1944, when he 
was implicated in the plot on Hitler's life and committed 
suicide .51 \ 

10. Organization of Signal Intelligence Agency . -- 
The three agencies, In 7/VI (latterly AgS/NAj, HLS Ost and 
LNA were amalgamated in Hoveinber, 1944, Into the Signal 
Intelligence Agency of the Army High Command (Oberkommando 
des He ere s General der Rachrichten Aufklaerung, abbreviated 
OKH/GdHA ) almos t intact . 52 In 7/VI ( latterly AgH/NA) , 
with some slight depletion of personnel, became Group' IV 
of GdNA, which was assigned the responsibility for all 
cryptanalysis on foreign military traffic. LHA was trans- 
ferred as a unit to Group II of OKH/GdHA, except for those 
sections which had been dealing with wireless and news 
agency traffic . These sections were assigned to Group I 
at OKH/GdHA. The various sections of HLS Ost were absorbed 
Into the appropriate sections of OKH/GdHA as follows: 

Section Z . . Into Group Z 

Section 1 into Group V 

Section 2. * into Group III 

Section 5 into Group IV 

Section 4. into Group VI (ex- 

cept the wireless 
and news agency 
which went to Group 
I) 

The organization of the OKH/GdHA which Is explained 
In the following pages is outlined on Chart 4-2. It was 
in effect from November 1944 to the capitulation* Approxi- 
mately 700 people were employed by the OKH/GdHA. 55 

5*1? 123 P 4 
5 2 IF 123 PP 5-6 

55 ah material concerning the organization of the GdNA is 
derived either from IF 123 PP 6-14 or I 113 PP 5-12, 
the account by Major Hentze, head of Group IV of the GdNA. 






a. Headquarters unit. The Headquarters unit of OKH/ 
GdKA consisted of the Chief, Signal Intelligence Service 
(Chef , General der Hachriehten Aufklaerung, abbreviated 
Chef/GdNA), Colonal Boetzel; his Chief of. Staff, Lt. Col. 
Andrae; the Adjutant, Lt. Moravec, and the Chief of the 
Understaff, Lt . Koebe . 

The staff controlled the signal intelligence work of 
all units of the GdHA, Groups I through Vi. It also con- 
trolled two intercept stations, Feste 6 and Fes te 11, 

These had been subordinated to HLS Ost before being attach- 
ed to the GdHA. They specialised in intercepting high 
frequency traffic of the Red Army and NKVD.^ 

The Understaff of the OKH/GdMA supervised the inter- 
cept coverage of the Signal Intelligence Regiments (Kom- 
mandeure der Nachrichten Aufklaerung, abbreviated KQMA) 
and their subordinate units: directly, in the case of 

KORA 1,2,5,?, and 8; and 7 through the Senior Commander 
of Signal Intelligence (Hoeherer Kommandeur der Nachrichten^ 
Aufklaerung, abbreviated Hoeh, Kdr. d HA) for KONA 5 and 

b. Group I. Group I was under the supervision of' 
Bodenmueiler . It had' two main tasks: 

1) the maintenance of communications between the units 

of the GdHA; ^ 

2) press monitoring. 

For internal communications, teleprinter was used until 
the final debacle, when it became necessary to resort to 
radio.. To carry out the second task of Group I, press 
monitoring, there were four subsections: the monitoring 

of eastern wireless, western wireless, plain text moni- 
toring, and evaluation. The evaluation sub-section (4) 
was responsible for collating all information from the 
other three sub-sections and consolidating it into reports. 
The collated reports were divided Into separate parts 
for political, economic, or military news. They were cir- 
culated within the departments of the Army High Command, 
sometimes with the classification SECRET (Geheimkommando- 
sache, abbreviated GKdos) . Because of the personnel short- 
age, the BBC London Service and the Reuter Agency were ^ 
the only news agencies monitored for western traffic. 



54 IF 125 p.6 

55 IF 125 p 6 
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0. , Group II. Group II vhlch had cannibalized LKA 
and consisted of about 50 people, produced radio situation 
reports correlating the information from KORAs 5, 6, and’ 

7* Capt. Thiel, who was head of this group, had been with 
LNA for a long time and was said by Hentze to have been 
thoroughly familiar with the problems of western evaluation 
: d. Group III. This group, under the supervision of 

Capt. Gorzolla, was responsible for the evaluation of 
traffic and cryptanalytic work emanating from the Russian 
front. The department was divided into the following 
sections? 

Traffic. Sorting Office 

northern Sector Evaluation 

Central Sector Evaluation 

Southern Sector Evaluation 

Russian Special Police (BXYD) Evaluation 

Partisan traffic evaluation 

Swedish traffic ©valuation 

e. Groups IV. Group IV, under Major Hentze, was 
responsible for all cryptanalytic work done at GdHA. It 
vra3 one of the largest groups of the OKE/GdSA, having been 
built up from parts of three former agencies. In 7 /VI, 

LNA and ULS Ost. The group was divided into separate 
sections according to the origin of the material . 

Section I, headed by the mathematician. Dr. Pietsch, 
was the former Mathematical Section of In 7/VI„ It was 
responsible for the security of German Army Systems. 
Sub-section la, headed by Marquardt, was engaged in re- 
search on German Amy hand systems; sub-section lb, 
under Dr. Pietsch handled research on German Army machine 
systems . 

Section .2, headed by Kneschke, dealt with the crypt- 
analysis and deciphering of non-Russian traffic. There 
were three sub-sections: 

2a: British and USA systems; , 

2b:' French systems; 

2c: Balkan systems 

' \ • ■ • 

Section 2, headed by Lt. Dettmann, was composed of 
the cryptanalytic sections of HLS > Ost. It dealt with 
Russian systems and had four sub-sections: 

3a: Russian Special Police traffic (HKVD); 

3b: Russian Army traffic; 




3c: Russian Partisan traffic; 

3d: Research on Russian systems. 

Section 4 was the former IBM section of In 7 /VI . 
According to Major Hentze, this section performed mainly 
statistical work. Most of the members were women used to 
run the machines. The section maintained its own repair 
shop for the machines. ' 

Section 5 was the training department of the OdSA, 
where cryptographic and cryptanalytic . courses were given 
under the direction of Inspector Kuehn, who had headed the 
Training Section of In 7/VI . During the last months of 
the war, the once flourishing section dwindled to a group 
of forty students every three months. 

f. Group V. Group V was a mixed" group containing 

three sections all of which carried out unrelated activi- 
ties. - 

Section 1. This section 'headed by Inspector Zipper; 
was engaged In reconstructing Russian, British, and USA 
call signs and call signs systems, and deducing units 
therefrom. It covered various procedures of enemy wireless 
and the allocation of wave lengths. 

Section 2. This section under Specialist Block was 
responsible for the exploitation of captured Russian docu- 
ments of signals interest. Captured manuals were trans- 
lated and descriptions of Russian equipment examined. 

Section 3. This section was engaged In supplying the 
ROMs with necessary intercept equipment and in maintain- 
ing a workshop to service the needs of the OKH/GdHA itself. 

g. Group VI. Group VI, located at Potsdam under 
Capt. Roeder, was responsible for intercepting and evalu- 
ating special high-grade machine systems", Russian systems 
were handled by Section 1, with three sub-sections: 

las interception and evaluation of Inter-Soviet 
State traffic; 

lbs Intercepting and evaluation of Russian Baudot; 

les intercepting and evaluation of Russian Army 
traffic. 

western teleprinter and automatic morse traffic, was handled 
by Section 2. (Interception was done in sub-section 2b, 
evaluation in sub-section 2a) . 




V 



h. Group Z. Group Z (which la not shown on the 
chart) was responsible for general administrative control 
of all departments within the OKH/GdHA. The work was 
divided into four types: personnel, communications, 

pay, and drawing. A central card index was kept of all 
personnel employed in the OXH/GdNA and the personnel 
section was responsible for all transfers, either inter- 
departmental or outside the OKH/GdKA. The section for 
communications registered all incoming and outgoing cor- 
respondence and was responsible for all courier communi- 
cations between the QlUJ/GdJfA and its subordinate units . 

For local communications, this section had its own runners 
but for long distances, the courier servioes of the Army 
High Command were used. Ml personnel of OKH/GdfiA were 
paid by the "pay-* section. In the drawing section, all 
situation maps and radio networks were reproduced. A 
certain amount of photostat and book-binding activity 
was also carried on here. 

Because of the lack of detailed information con- 
cerning German signal intelligence at the end of the 
war, it is difficult to appraise the effectiveness of 
the final reorganization of Hovermber 1944. In large 
measure, the logical simplicity of outline was disrupted 
in the last months. The full organization existed as 
an integrated unit only from Hovember, 1944 to February, 
1945 . From that time until the surrender, the OKH/GdBA 
was almost contlnously on the move seeking, refuge in 
southern Germany. Host of the groups moved from Zossen 
to Bad Relchenhall either directly or by way of Erfurt. 
Somewhere between Erfurt and Bad Relchenhall In the 
Weimar area, the IBM section was lost. Group VI which 
had been located at^Potsdam vent first to Stuttgart and 
then to Rosenheim. -*o 
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11.. The organization of the typical Signal Intelli - 
gence Regiment. -- frhe basic element of tlie field' organ! ~ 
zatioh of the' Gertaan Array signal intelligence service was' 
the Signal Intelligence Regiment (Kommandeurder Nachriehten 
Aufklaerui^, ; abbreviated KORA) . Each 'A 3 E>mj.';Grdup •.W*$-%r‘bvi4®4- 
with a Signal -Intelligence fRbgiment (KORA) which ’ had 1 con- 
trol over all signal Intelligence units in the area governed 
by the Army Group . If* As was the case with KQRA ’ 4 :ahd 
KORA the Signal Intelligence Regiment Was attached to a 
Commander, of the . German Armies stationed in an area , the 
Signal Intelligence Regiment* had control of all signal ; intelll 
gence units within the area of that command. 

There were, of course, variations in the organization 
and manner of operation of the .various Signal Intelligence 
Regiments corresponding to differences in personnel, equipment 
and operational responsibilities. The typical component . 
parts of a Signal Intelligence Regiment, however, were s °0 
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One Signal Intelligence Evaluation Center (Nachrichten 
Aufklaerung Auswertes telle, abbreviated HAAS), designed to 
work with KONA headquarters at Army Group level; usually 
one Stationary Intercept Company (Peste Nachrichten 
Aufklaerungss telle, abbreviated Peste), designed to work 
at Army level; usually two Long Range Signal Intelligence 
Companies (Nachrichten Fernaufklaerung Kompanie, abbreviated 
FAK), designed to work at Army level; usually two Close 
Range Signal Intelligence Companies (Nachrichten Nahauf- 
klaerung Kompanie, abbreviated NAK), designed to work at 
Army Corps level; each Close Range Company usually had two 
or three Close Range Signal Intelligence Platoons (Nachrich- 
ten Nahaufklaerungszug, abbreviated NAz), designed to work 
below the NAK but .still at Army Corps level. 

In 19^, the Signal Intelligence Battalion (Nachrich- 
ten Aufklaerung Abteilung, abbreviated NAA) was introduced 
into the organization of the KONA. These battalions were 
small administrative units,- which acted as coordinating units 
at Army level. 

Major Hertzer, CO of KONA 1, stated that the NAA 
commanders were generally elderly supervisors whose chief 
duty was to make the rounds of the units forming the NAA 
gathering opinions and effecting small adjustments in the 
use of close range signal intelligence platoons. Colonel 
Boetzel, head of OKH/GdNA, stated that the NAA was not 
considered, an effective improvement . 61 

This chapter will deal with each Signal Intelligence 
Regiment separately and will give in some detail the organi- 
zation and history of the components of each. 
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12. Organization, of KONA 1. -- KONA 1 was organized 
in the foliowing way. To &ONA headquarters were subordi- 
nated:^ 

1 Signal Intelligence Evaluation Center, NAAS 1 
1 Stationary Intercept Company, Feat© 10 

1 Close Range Signal Intelligence Company, 

NAX Preuss 

2 Signal Intelligence Battalions, RAA 3 and NAA 4 
To NAA 3 were subordinated: 



I Long Range Signal Intelligence Company, FAK 623 
1 Close Range Signal Intelligence Company, NAK 953 
(later NAK Benold) 



To NAA 4 were subordinated: 

1 Long Range Signal Intelligence Company FAK 617 
1 Close Range Signal Intelligence Company, NAK 954 

a. Headquarters Unit. The headquarters units of KONA 1. 
which worked at Army Group headquarters, consisted of the 
commandant of the KONA, his Adjutant, a Chief of Operations 
(s-3), a paymaster, a technical Inspector, clerks, and truck 
drivers. The following statistics show the breakdown of the 
headquarters unit.63 

Officers Enlisted Men Women 
Co 1 - - 

Adj. 1 

S-3 1 - . - 



Paymaster 1 - - 

Technical 

Inspector 1 

Clerks - 4 2 



Truck drivers 
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b. HAAS 1. The NAAS of KONA 1 had two major oper- 
ational subdivisions:, a section engaged in evaluation 
and traffic analysis, and a section for cryptanalytic 
activities. There were also a headquarters section, a 
Communication line section, and a section Of truck drivers. 
The personnel, totalling eight officers, one hundred sixty 



enlisted man, and fifty enlisted women were thus divided 
among the section: 64 

Section Officers Enlisted Men Women 

Headquarters 1 18 2 

Evaluation ■ . 6 66 25 

Cryptanalysis . 1 ; ' 42 ; . i - 

Communication - 21 

Truck Drivers - 13 

V 1 ;■ ~5$“ ... 



c. Paste 10 and the Long Range Intercept Companies. 
The Stationary Intercept Company, Feste 10, and the Long 
Range Signal Intelligence Companies, PAX 617 and FAX 623, 
were similar in their organization and operation. Each had 
a headquarters section* monitoring platoons, an ^valuatioh 
section, a cryptanalytic section, arid a communication line 
platoon. The differences between Feste 10 and the* : .^AK'';.i>are 
minor. Paste 10 was less mobile than thePAK, having eight 
truck drivers instead of the twelve arid sixteen assigried to 
PAX 617 and PAX 623 respectively. v 
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The following lists show the subsections and strength 
of Peste 10, FAX 617, and PAX 623:65 



,, 


Peste 10 






Section 


Officers 


Enlisted Men 


Women 


Headquarters 


1 " 


18 


2 


Monitoring PI t . 




32 


61 


Evaluation 


■ 1 


25 


8 


Cryptanalysis 


1 




2 


Communication Ln. 


Pit. - 


10 


- 


Truck Drivers 




8 . ' 


** 


• f* . 

Enemy Radio Station 
.Locators - 

' 1 - .3 


50 

T5*T 


■75 




PAX 617 






Section 


Officers 


Enlisted Men 


Women 


Headquarters 


1 


15 


3 ' 


Monitoring JPlts. 


• * 1 - - 


91 


«*» ■ 


Evaluation 


1 


33 


» 


Cryptanalysis 




20 


- 


Communication Ln. 


pit. - 


23 


■rr 


Truck Drivers 


^ -r : 


* 16 
T33 


-\ ^ 

-T 
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FAX 623 



Section 




Officers 


Enlisted Men 


Women 


Headquarters 




1 


14 


4 


Monitoring Fits. 




1 


85 




Evaluation 




1 


34 


- 


Cryptanalysis 




- 


16 




/ 

Communication Ln. 


Pit. 


1 


. 17 ■ ' 


- . 


Truck Drivers 




— 


12 


• 






~T~ 


l7b 


4 


d. HAK 954 • The Close Range Signal Intelligence Com' 
pany, HAK 954, vas divided into sections comparable to 
those of Feste 10 and the long-range intercept companies, 
as the following chart Indicates s 

1 


Section 




Officers 


Enlisted Men 


Women 


Headquarters 




1 


41 


- 


Evaluation 




- 


30 




Radio Receiving 




* 


25 


- 


Communication Ln. 


Pit. 


- 


18 


1 


4 Monitoring Pits. 




4 


112 


- 


' 




5 


226 





The NAK operated by platoons, one platoon attached to 
each Array Corps. °7 The strength of a platoon vas from 
twenty to thirty men, of which approximately tvelve were en- 
gaged in radio telephone intercept, two in radio intercept, 
five in direction finding, and three in evaluation. The 
rest of the platoon comprised clerks, drivers, cooks, etc. 
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e. NAK 953- Up to September, 1944 NAK 953 was subordi- 
nated. to NAA 3 of KONA 1; but at that time it was moved to 
the vest, leaving behind only its interpreters and crypt- 
analysts, vho continued to serve on the eastern front. 

f . NAK Benold. NAK Benold, named after its CO, was ' 
composed of specialists of various kinds vho had been drawn 
from the signal intelligence companies subordinate to KONA 1. 
As a company It formed part of NAA 3- 

g. NAK Preuss. NAK Preuss, taking its name a y did NAK 
Benold, from its CO, was formed from forces withdrawn from 
other units of KONA 1. This close range signal company was. 
In contrast to the other companies, subordinated directly 
to KONA Headquarters. 

13. Organization of KONA 2 . — The organization of 
KONA 2 is not known In" detail. As far as can be deterHLned 
from TICQM sources, there were subordinated to this KONA 
in 1944:69 

1 Signal Intelligence Evaluation Center, NAAS 2 

3 Signal Intelligence Battalions, NAA 6, 7, and 8 

1 Stationary Intercept Company, Feste 7 

3 long Range Signal intelligence Companies, FAK 610, 

619, 622 

3 Close Range Signal Intelligence Companies, NAK 951, 
.955, 958 ' 

In February 1945, these components of KONA 2 vere split: 
part of them remained with KONA 2, which was reassigned from 
Army Group North to Army Group Welchsel; part of them were 
attached to KONA Nord, which took the place of KONA 2 with 
Army Group North. The original components vere divided 
between the two KONA in the following way $70 

KONA 2: : 

* * ^ _ 

2 Long Range Signal Intelligence Companies, FAK 610, 622 

1 Close Range Signal Intelligence Company, NAK 958 

1 Stationary intercept Company,' Feste 7 
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KONA Nord: 

1 Long Range Intercept Company, FAK 619 

1 Close Range Signal Intelligence Platoon, NAZ Brutus 

2 Close Range Signal Intelligence Company HAK 951 > 955 
1 Signal Intelligence Evaluation Center, HAAS 2 

This remained the general organization until 28 March, .19*15* 
when by order of General Praun, Chief Signal Officer, Armed 
Forces (Chef Wehrmacht Nachrlchtenverbindungen, abbreviated 
Chef WNV) and Chief Signal Officer, Army (Chef Heeres 
Nachrichtenverbindung ” svesen, abbreviated Chef HHW. ) ILONA 
Nord returned to KONA 2 all its units except the Close Range 
Signal Intelligence Companies, NAK 951 and 955. 71 

1^. Organization of KONA 3 . ■ — KONA 5 vas composed, in- “ 
sofar as is known, of one JJAA ( 10), 72 one FAK, one NAK and 
one Feste. (The FAK may have been Number 611, which was 
transferred to the vest under KONA 6 in October 19*1*0 73 
Nothing further lslmovn about KONA 5, which was caught by 
the Russians in a. pocket in Kurland at the end of the war „ 7 4 

15. Organization of KONA 4. — KONA 4,. was subordinated 
to the Commanding Officer Southeast (Befehlshaber Suedost), 
who controlled the German Armies In the Balkans. 75 The 

responsibility of these armies appears to have been essential- 
ly that of and occupational force; fund KONA 4, therefore, ' 
added to its normal task of Intercepting long range traffic 
emanating from the Middle Bast and Africa that of monitoring 
the traffic of the occupied Balkan countries . This circum- 
stance may account for the fact, that the organization of KONA 4 
Included no .mobile Long Range Signal Intelligence Companies 
and only tiro mobile Close Range Signal Intelligence Platoons. 
The other units of KONA 4 were the Signal Intelligence Evalu- 
ation Center NAAS 4, and two Stationary Intercept Companies 
(Feste 5 and 6)76 
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